Crowton Christ Church Primary School

We Achieve, We Believe, We Care
English Policy

Introduction

This policy outlines the practices followed in the teaching of English at Crowton Christ Church Primary School. This policy is intended to implement the statutory requirements of the English National Curriculum, whilst never forgetting the needs of our own children and the professionalism of our staff and the use of non-statutory guidance to support the teaching of English.
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Handwriting Policy, SpaG Policy and the Reading advice Document.

Purpose of study
English has a pre-eminent place in education and society. A high- quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. All the skills or language are essential to participating fully as a member of society.
The Aims of Teaching English

The overarching aim for English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The aims are:

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often for both pleasure and information

· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

· appreciate our rich and varied literacy heritage

· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting language and style in and for a range of contexts, purpose and audiences.

· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demostrating to other and participating in debate

Progression in English across the School

In the Early Years, pupils are following the Foundation Stage, which includes the early learning goals, Communication and Language (Prime Area) and Literacy (Specific Area). Elements of English are covered under this umbrella in focused activities and in continuous provision activities, with English skills being built into the daily timetable during the Reception year.
During the FS and Key Stage 1 pupils learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They use language and explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how language works.

Planning From the National Curriculum
Our teaching is based on the programmes of study for key stages 1 and 2 as set out year by year in the DfES’s National Curriculum document. The programmes of study inform our planning and help ensure progression and continuity. The Key Stage and year guidance in the National Curriculum will be used to monitor the progress of individuals along with end of year expectations and other tests deemed appropriate by the class teacher. The programmes of study are:
· spoken language

· reading (word reading an comprehension)

· writing (transcription and composition)
· Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
Strategies for the Teaching of English
The learning objectives and content of the lessons determines the teaching method used and the activities completed. The structure of the lesson is designed to provide continuity of teaching and learning throughout the school. It provides common practice and class routines for children and consistency in planning for teachers. However, we believe that the use of a flexible approach will derive the greatest benefit for our children and ensure a high standard of achievement. Whilst teaching the objectives rigidly, we do believe that the timings of the lessons are only approximate and are a general guideline.

Work is differentiated to take account of different ability levels within the class-this may take the form of differentiated tasks, stretching the most able through more challenging texts or providing word banks for the SEN pupils to support their writing, so that language skills can be accessed by all. The school has a number of resources which are aimed at different levels of ability-the English co-ordinator is always available for advice.

Teaching assistants are used to extend and support learning, for example through working with groups to examine texts or support phonics in a specific way.

Teaching Strategies
The learning objectives and content of the lessons determines the teaching method used and the activities to be completed.

A suggested lesson format might be: -

· Introduction - The teacher introduces a concept, which may include a stimulus/hook (such as a text or photograph, internet clip or role play) or a discussion extending a theme already studied-it might also include a short video or the use of a child’s text. It also involves the pointing out of the lesson’s objective(s) and it might also follow on from objectives covered in the lesson
· Main Teaching Activity - this may involve the writing of a whole text, or an element of a text, such as the writing of a setting or the recording of ideas in bullet points. Usually the teacher chooses to work with a group on guided writing to focus in on one area of the text - this is recognition of the need to teach at the point of composition, rather than relying on marking and correction to address any weaknesses that arise. 
· Plenary - this might involve a group sharing their progress with the class or the teacher extending the learning objective through further questioning to probe for misconceptions or extend knowledge. It may also be used for the setting/ explaining of homework.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment is carried out in line with the school policy. This can be summarised as: -

· each term assessment is carried out, levelled and attainment recorded on school tracking grids
· the work children do themselves serves as a record for classes working on a unit and provide evidence for Teacher Assessments
· attainment targets – by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Teachers use end of year expectations to assess key skills and optional tests or other tests they deem appropriate
· teachers make notes of any children, who are excelling or struggling in the evaluation columns of the short-term plans to inform future planning
· formal assessments are set as follows:

i. Reception - Baseline and EYFS profile
ii. Year 1 – Benchmarking and end of year expectations
iii. Year 2 - Benchmarking,  end of year expectations AND end of Key Stage 1 SATs

iv. Years 3, 4 and 5 - tests deemed appropriate, Benchmarking, end of year expectations and teacher assessments
v. Year 6 - tests deemed appropriate, Benchmarking, end of year expectations and teacher assessments. End of Key Stage 2 SATs.
Attainment in the formal end-of-year assessments or tests is recorded by the class teacher and discussed with the Headteacher and/or Assessment Co-ordinator to allow for tracking and monitoring of each child’s progress. Teachers are responsible for the tracking and monitoring of the progress within their own class. 
Pupil progress is reported at every Parent’s Evening and in the end of year reports, by stating what a child can do and what they need to do next to improve.
Links with Other Subjects

Most other subjects have a special link with English, particularly in the non-fiction learning objectives in the text level work, but also in the use of language for formal writing in the sentence level work. We encourage pupils to practise skills such as spelling and reading for meaning, the writing of recounts and chronological reports, using technical vocabulary, formal and impersonal sentence formation and the passive voice as pupils cover such ideas in the curriculum. Writing frames and concept maps can also reinforce the structural elements of language.
Links with Computing
Opportunities for the use of computing technology, which will enhance the children’s learning of English could include:
· presenting ideas using a word processing package and power point
· using specific web pages that extend knowledge of literature,

· creating databases of places, people or events,

· analysing presentation skills such as fonts, sizes and layouts

· reading texts.

Pupils with Special Educational Needs in English

Children who have learning difficulties in English are brought to the attention of the SENCO, who then coordinates the assessment (according to school policy) of the child’s needs. This may then include an Education Plan, drawn up and reviewed termly by the class teacher. Further support may be needed and sought by the SENCO (see SEN Policy). However, through the use of differentiated activities, most children’s needs should be met through the usual teaching programmes.

Homework

Homework can provide opportunities for children to follow up class activities and complete tasks at home. In upper Key stage 2 children have a piece of written homework each week and in lower KS2 this is built up gradually.  In Key Stage 1 children are expected to read as their main body of homework although from time to time tasks may be given to enhance their learning, activities may include: -

· the gathering of sources of evidence;

· researching a topic;

· interviewing people;

· learning spellings;

· phonic work;
· reading to parents or reading a text in preparation for a lesson;

· redrafting a piece of work;

· creating a short project on a specific issue.

Excellence in English

Excellence in English is celebrated by: -

· the school reward system-this is underpinned by the abundance of verbal praise and Golden tickets, dojos as decided by each class teacher,

· displaying good examples of work in the classroom and around the school, especially in communal areas, 

· sending pupils to the Head teacher for praise and stickers,

A Statement on Equal Opportunities in English

In society as a whole, gender and race lines are often reinforced in Literature. School language activities do not follow those barriers: on the contrary, the study of English seeks to dismantle them wherever possible. We also seek to reduce the differential in boys attainment compared to girls (this may be done through the careful choosing of some texts to appeal to boys and girls).

The shared nature of some of the activities used in English provides opportunities for working together across barriers and for celebrating the achievements of everyone. Wherever possible groups are mixed and a variety of group mixes can be positive. In the careful choosing of a variety of stimuli from different cultures, eras and genders, we recognise common human qualities and appreciate the cultural variety in society. 

Resources

Resources are kept in each class and in the school library.
Health and Safety in English
In covering the programmes of study, it may be advisable to visit places. We:
· ensure the correct procedures are followed (see staff handbook),

· ensure correct insurance procedures are followed,

· ensure the correct level of supervision is provide (refer to the LEA guidelines),

· give attention to possible hazards through pre-visits to sites.

When using computers the Health and Safety section of the computing Policy is referred to.
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